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The mission of Californians Against Waste is to 

protect communities by eliminating the 

pollution inherent in the extraction and 

disposal of natural resources.

 

CAW believes in preventing waste at its source 

and holding producers responsible throughout 

a product's lifecycle to transition California 

to a thriving circular economy.



How We Got Here
Policy Drivers & Environmental Goals



California’s 
Waste Stream

Non-Organic Waste  
33%

Other Organics 
19%

Paper 18%

Food 18%

Lumber 12%

AB 341 (Chesbro, 2011)
Statewide Goal: 75% Source Reduction, 

Recycling and Composting











SB 1383 (Senator Ricardo Lara, 2016)
Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (“Climate Super Pollutants”)



Overall Targets Waste-Specific Targets



Requires a statewide, mandatory, 
enforceable, universal organics program

Diverting 75% of Organic Waste



Second Goal: 20% of Edible Food Must Be 
Recovered for Human Consumption
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Lesson Learned:
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Lesson Learned:

Use All The Tools In the Toolbox



Lesson Learned:

Tell The “Why”



Other Lessons Learned
Need to factor in complimentary solutions 
to municipal collection programs
Can community composting coexist with franchise collection? 

Closed loop food dehydrators?

No “Article 2” process

Should have been up front that waste-to-energy does not 
accomplish the multiple environmental objectives of SB 1383.

Procurement should have included 
more compliance options
Some jurisdictions already had strong markets. Should have allowed alternative

compliance strategies like carbon farming, food recovery, and sheet-mulching rebates.

Procurement should be ramped up over time

Be prepared to make tweaks, but not to 
undercut implementation
SB 619 (Laird) created an alternative compliance timelines for jurisdictions, 

AB 1985 (Rivas) phased in procurement requirements

But don’t undercut regulatory certainty.



N i c k  L a p i s  (he/him)
D i r e c t o r  o f  A d v o c a c y
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