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Organics Processor Perspective

• A complicated problem
Upstream
Education and enforcement
Contractual
Organics processing

• A little bit about Cedar Grove
Community roots dating back to 1938
Composting since 1988
Processing facilities in Maple Valley and Everett
King and Snohomish County yard waste
& food waste totaling around 400,000 tons/yr



What we take and what we don’t take

Acceptance List

Yard waste

Food scraps

Food soiled papers

Compostable packaging

Contamination

Plastic film

Bags of garbage

Rigid plastics

Glass



What we do at the facility

• Track incoming loads

• Accept or reject?

• Tipping building monitor



Screening System

• Action Screening System
• 2 Vibratory decks
• Plastic removal
• Metal removal
• Residuals landfilled/recycled



Finished product screening

• Finished compost must meet

State standards

• Finished compost must meet

customer standards



What can WE do to improve?

• Buy local compost/increase funding

• Improve communication at the source/cart tag

• Starting thinking about moving away from 
embedded rates

• Work together


