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Linear v. Circular
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An Opportunity
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The Recycling Rate



10,000 Tons of Material:

Reusing = Up to 250 Jobs
Recycling = 35 Jobs
Landfilling = 6 Jobs
Incinerating = 1 Job

*EPA 530-F-02-033, 2002



“We can either brace for further erosion of our recycling 

ecosystem or we can start addressing the fundamental 

economics of Recycling”

Nina Belluci Butler, MORE Recycling
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U.S. Tipping Fee’s
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Remaining U.S. Landfill Capacity
(In Millions of tons and Years)



Unaccounted 
Negative Externalities 

Too much Supply





“Until we establish policy that places the cost and benefit 

of a healthy environment on the balance sheet of 

companies and countries, we risk further eroding of the 

infrastructure and the environment our children's depend”
*Nina Butler Bellucci, MORE Recycling
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U.S. Waste Sector





www.wastexperts.net © 2021. All Rights Reserved17 |

European Policy
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IF

Higher Tip Fee’s = Increased Recycling

AND

Increased Recycling = 
More Jobs and improved Environmental Outcomes

IS

A high/higher Disposal Tax a good policy?



“There is no other action that society can do today 

to simultaneously improve our impact on the 

environment, manufacturing AND the economy as 

recycling can”

Mitch Hedlund, Recycle Across America


