


Dirt Hugger Permitting

1. Background and History
2. Permitting Experience 
3. Take Aways & Reflections 
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Permitting Experience

• Permits Required
✔ SEPA – 100K TPY
✔ Land Use Variance
✔ Conditional Use Permit
✔ Solid Waste – 100k TPY
✔ Water Quality
✔ Air Quality 100k TPY





Sticking Points

1. VOC – EFs (80% of time on this)
1. SJVACD 2010 vs CARB 2015 & Maricopa 

2018
2. Public Records Requests
3. Composting Experts (John Cleary, ECS, 

GMT)
2. On Site Testing
3. Capping Material 
4. BMP vs BACT
5. Engines – non-road vs stationary
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Sticking Points

1. VOC EF’s 
2. On Site Testing

1. No, Yes, But…
2. 25.3 vs TO12 vs Other…?

3. Capping Material 
1. Screened Finished Compost ($$$, fuel, labor)
2. Unscreened Finished Compost ($150k less)
3. Overs (20% capacity)

4. BMP vs BACT
1. Feedstocks & Operations
2. Building

5. Engines – non-road vs stationary
1. 6,901 gallons (74%) vs 2,476 gallons (26%)
2. $22k in modeling
3. Loss of ability to experiment/innovate
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Reflections, Take Aways + 
Tips

• Same Goals
• More Front-End Alignment. Bring in 

Experts Earlier
• Flow Chart for Permitting? Based on 

scale? 
• Reduced Cost Testing Protocol
• Standard WA EF’s? At what cost?



• Process Transparency
• Consistency Across State – 

Good Data!
• Macro vs Micro View

• Ozone precursors/ Non-attainment
• Biogenic
• Opportunity Costs

We Are the Change



IMPACTS
• Over 100,000 yards of product sold
• Over 160,000 tons composted
• 25 full time jobs created 

• (4 per 10k TPY vs. 1)
• 17,899 tons CO2 Reduction/Year

• 2 million gallons gas
•  93 rail cars of coal
• 7 million propane bbq’s
• 3200 cars


